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2018 ANNUAL CLIMATE CHANGE REPORT
Announced November 26, 2018
The main points covered in the 2018
Annual Climate Change Report include
the following.
• Implementation of actions to adjust
production structure, optimize energy
structure, conserve energy and increase
energy efficiency, as well as control the
discharge of greenhouse gas emissions
from non-energy activities
– Significant results have been seen
with China’s carbon intensity
for 2017 at 46% less than 2005,
exceeding the 2020 target
• Implementation of multiple
projects in the fields of agriculture,
water resources, forestry, marine,
meteorology, disaster mitigation and
adaptive capacity building
• Continued progress on low-carbon
provincial and municipal pilot projects
• Increased media engagement
regarding low-carbon developments

Note: The regulatory information contained
herein is current as of April 2019. The next
issue of the China Update will be published
in July.
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• Initiation of province-level greenhouse
gas emissions control target liability
audit, which includes implementation
of plans, and improved systems and
mechanisms

• Continued role in international
negotiations on climate change,
enhancing multi-level discussions and
conversations with various nations
on climate change, and promoting
consensus among multiple parties
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TECHNICAL
GUIDELINES FOR
ATMOSPHERIC &
WATER POLLUTANT
STANDARDS
Implemented January 1, 2019

BATTERY WASTE
POLLUTION
PREVENTION
ACTION PLAN

the end of June 2019, and thereafter
actively updated by the Ministry of
Ecology and Environment and local
governments.

Issued January 22, 2019

• Law on Solid Waste Environmental
Pollution Prevention: clarification of
extended producer responsibility and
lead battery waste collection permit
systems

The plan focuses on enhancing the
prevention of pollution caused by lead
battery waste, improving utilization of
resources and promoting development
of lead battery production and
recycling specifications.
By 2020 lead battery manufacturers are
to realize a standardized collection rate
of 40%; by 2025, the rate increases to
70%. All lead batteries collected under
the standard are to be safely disposed.
A list of key facilities, such as the lead
battery industry, primary lead industry
and recycled lead industry, was to be
created and will be made public by

Under the plan, several other resolutions
will be revised, including:

• Management Measures for the
Transfer of Hazardous Waste:
expansion of management
requirements for transfers
• Catalogue of Hazardous Waste:
exemption from management if risk
can be controlled
At the same time, pilots for lead battery
waste collection and cross-regional
transfer systems will be implemented.

Technical Guidelines for the Setting
of Atmospheric Pollutant Emissions
Standards (HJ 945.1-2018) and Technical
Guidelines for Setting of Water Pollutant
Discharge Standards (HJ 945.22018) outline the basic principles and
technical routes for the formulation
of standards for their respective
pollutants, including determining main
technical contents, analysis of standard
implementation costs, structure of
standard texts and instructions for
standard preparation.

DOMESTIC WASTE
MANAGEMENT
REGULATIONS IN
SHANGHAI
Implemented July 1, 2019
Through local legislative forms, the
regulations codify the entire process for
sorting, discarding, collecting, shipping
and disposing of household waste.
Household waste will be sorted into four
categories: recyclable, hazardous waste,
wet waste and dry waste. Companies
that fail to sort and deposit household
garbage in the corresponding
receptacles can receive possible fines of
RMB 5,000 to RMB 50,000. In the case
of individuals who intermix hazardous,
wet and dry waste with recyclables, or
who discard wet waste and dry waste
with recyclables, a fine of RMB 50 to
RMB 200 is liable.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
POLLUTION
LIABILITY
INSURANCE IN
SHANDONG
Implemented March 1, 2019
Administrative Measures for the
Implementation of Enterprise
Environmental Pollution Liability
Insurance dictates that businesses at
high risk for pollution must purchase
environmental liability insurance. This
includes those engaged in petroleum
and natural gas exploit; manufacturing
of basic chemical raw materials,
synthetic materials, and chemical
pharmaceutical raw materials. It
also includes companies involved in
Category III or above high-risk mobile
flaw detection using radioactive

sources; businesses that collect, store,
use or dispose of hazardous waste, or
that build or utilize slag heaps; liquid
chemical engineering docks and oil
and gas docks; and companies that
discharge heavy metals; as well as
specific focus industries for pollutant
discharge, such as petrochemical,
smelting, fossil fuel-fired power plants,
coking, papermaking, printing and
dyeing, among others.

ZHEJIANG
PROVINCIAL
DISCHARGE
STANDARDS FOR
WASTEWATER
TREATMENT PLANTS

Businesses which do not purchase
or renew insurance as required by
regulation will receive an order from
the local ecology and environment
bureau ordering purchase or renewal
of insurance within a set timeframe,
and an assessment of the business’
environmental credit will be performed
by the Shandong Provincial enterprise
environmental credit assessment
system.

SICHUAN PROVINCE
IMPLEMENTATION
MEASURES FOR
AIR POLLUTION
PREVENTION LAW

The standards set control requirements
for four pollutants: CODcr, ammonia
nitrogen, total nitrogen and total
phosphorus.

The measures expire on March 1, 2022.

Implemented January 1, 2019
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Implemented January 1, 2019

The measures stipulate that in cases
of significant worsening of air quality,
failure to meet air quality improvement
goals, emissions exceeding the control
mass limit for key focus atmospheric
pollutants, the provincial ecology and
environmental bureau and relevant
agencies may interview the responsible
person at the local government. The
results of the interview will be made
public.
Detailed prevention measures for
the prevention of air pollution in
industry and energy sources, vehicles,
construction fugitive dust, and other
areas are also specified, as well as
stipulations for supplementing control
and prevention regulations governing
the open-air burning of straw, setting
off fireworks and firecrackers, and the
burning of paper in worship.

It is estimated that an annual reduction
in discharge of some 18,144 tons
of CODcr, 6,048 tons of ammonia
nitrogen, 3,629 tons of total nitrogen
and 363 tons of total phosphorus will
be achieved. The standards mandate
upgrades to front-end wastewater
treatment (such as separation of
industrial and sanitary wastewater) and
disposition of sludge (such as disposal
of sludge after renovation, to avoid
secondary contamination).
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For more information, please contact:
Mr. Xiao-Jian Zhou, Managing Director
Tel: +86 21 6473 6885
xjzhou@ramboll.com
We prepare the China Update to apprise
clients of major EHS regulatory
developments in China. It is not intended
to constitute legal advice and should not
be relied upon as such.

